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TORFAEN
COUNTY
BOROUGH

BEING A RESPONSIBLE
DOG OWNER

A guide to the law about dogs and responsible ownership
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HOW DO | CONTACT THE ANIMAL WARDEN SERVICE?

The Animal Warden Service is available between 8.30am and 5pm Monday to
Thursday and 8.30am and 4.30pm on Friday, although the Animal

Wardens sometimes work outside of these hours.

They can be contacted on :

01633 648489

or by writing to the following address:

Animal Warden Service ~h
Public Health Team, Environmental Protection | |

Department For The Environment .x’;#.:ﬁ”
County Hall R
Cwmbran e =
Torfaen N
NP44 2WN -

THE ANIMAL WARDEN'’S DUTIES

The majority of an Animal wardens duties in relation to dogs fall into 3 main
area’s:

> Stray Dogs and Lost Dogs
> Dangerous Dogs
> Dog Fouling
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STRAY DOGS

THE PROBLEMS
On any one day in the United Kingdom there are around 500,000 stray dogs. These may
cause the following problems:

* Road accidents

»  Attacks on people

+  Attacks on dogs, cats or other pets . ;E_-"T__,' E

»  Attacks on livestock Ij’.?:r Lo

*  Fouling of public areas or private gardens j-f ‘!L’ R
*  Damaging property

e Knocking over bins or ripping bin bags

THE LAW

1. The Environmental Protection Act 1990 places a duty on councils to collect stray
dogs. A stray dog is any dog that is unsupervised in a public place.

2. The Animal Wardens will seize any dog found to be straying, and the dog will be
taken to the kennels.

3. Kennelling fees will be payable by an owner wishing to reclaim a dog. The Council
will also charge a prescribed fee for impounding the dog. All monies must be
paid before the dog can be collected.

4.  All unclaimed dogs must be kept by the Council for 7 clear days after which time
the dog may be rehomed, given to a rescue society or destroyed.

5. The Control of Dogs Order 1992 makes it an offence for a dog not to wear a
collar bearing the name and address of the owner. Failure to observe this law could
lead to prosecution and a fine of up to £2,000.

6. The Torfaen (Control of Dogs on Roads) (Number 2) Order 1975 requires that

dogs are kept on leads at all times whilst on any street within the Borough. Failure
to do so may result in a fine.

your dog has a collar with an up to date tag at all times
hat your garden is escape — proof before you leave your dog alone

~ your dog to run loose. This is irresponsible and unfair on
other residents
> Always make sure that your dog is on a lead when walking along the street
> Report dogs that regularly stray to the Animal Wardens.
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WHAT SHOULD I DO IF | FIND A DOG?

> Report it to the Animal Warden Service, who will arrange for the dog to be
collected as soon as possible

> |tis also worth informing your local police station and if you are close to the
boundary of the district, the neighbouring Council’s. (See the directory at the
back of this booklet for telephone numbers).

WHAT SHOULD I DO IF I'VE LOST A DOG?

> Call the Animal Warden Service as soon as possible — we may already know
where your dog is

> Call your local Police Station and where applicable your neighbouring district

> Make sure that the telephone number you leave is not unattended so that you
can be contacted immediately when your dog is found.
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DANGEROUS DOGS

THE PROBLEMS

*  There are approximately 200,000 incidents of dogs biting
people every year in the UK

* Dogs teeth can cause very deep wounds and contain
bacteria which make the wound go septic very easily

THE LAW

1. The Dangerous Dogs Act 1991 (As Amended) makes it an offence to own a dog
that is a serious danger to the public

2. ltis also an offence under this Act for a dog to be “dangerously out of control” in a
public place, i.e. it appears likely to cause serious injury to a person

3. The owner of a dog mentioned in points 1 or 2 may be prosecuted and fined up to
£5,000 and/or a term of imprisonment. The magistrates may also order that the dog
is destroyed or controlled in some way, for instance muzzled

4. The Act also makes it illegal to own, breed from, sell, give away, or have in a public

place without a lead or muzzle, an unregistered Pit Bull Terrier, Dogo argentino, Filo
braziliera or Japanese Tosa. This also bears a fine of up to £5,000 and/or a term of
imprisonment.

THE SOLUTION

> Ensure that your dog is well socialised with people and other animals from a
young age

> Do not encourage your dog to bite, even in play or to guard your property or

yourselves aggressively. Make sure his bark is worse than his bite

Ensure that your dog is well trained so you have control at all times

You should use a muzzle and a lead if you have any doubts about your dogs

temperament

> A dog may be good with people but not other dogs.You should still be careful
as a large percentage of dog bites occur when owners are trying to separate
dogs that are fighting

> Report any dogs that you feel may be dangerous to the Animal Warden Service

> Report a dog biting incident to your local Police immediately.
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DOG FOULING

THE PROBLEMS

e More than 250,000 tonnes of dog faeces is deposited in the UK -EH‘:? [.;ul'll_ﬂ
each year Dog

e Fortunately most dog owners are responsible and clean up
after their dogs, depositing the faeces with their own
household waste or using street bins. Many irresponsible
owners do not do this

e Dog mess left in public places is unpleasant to see, smell or
tread in. It is particularly offensive on school routes, children’s
play areas and sports fields

e Dogs faeces can carry a dangerous disease called toxocariasis
which can cause severe problems to children’s health including —sw=

blindness.

THE LAW

1. The Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996 makes it an offence for a dog owner not to
remove their dog’s faeces from land to which the Act applies. In Torfaen this is all
footpaths, verges, parks, playing fields and open spaces maintained by the Council
including the grounds and playing fields of all schools and educational establishments

2. The Act does not include private property such as private drives and
gardens

3. The Animal Wardens and Council Officers regularly patrol the Borough and will
issue anyone seen contravening the Act with a fixed penalty fine of £25

4. Regular offenders or those failing to pay a fixed penalty fine may be prosecuted and

fined upto £1,000.

THE SOLUTION

> When walking your dog always take a poop scoop or bags with you. It is your
duty as a dog owner to clean up after your dog

> You can train your dog to foul in your own garden, which makes it easier for
you to clean up

> To prevent the spread of toxocariasis, make sure children wash their hands
when they have been playing with a dog or somewhere that dogs have been.
Make sure your dog is given worming tablets regularly in accordance with your
vet's instructions as the disease is caused by a type of roundworm

> Should you witness someone failing to clean up after their dog and you know
the owner’s details, please report it to the Animal Warden Service. Any other
evidence such as photographs are extremely useful.
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OTHER DOG LAW

CRUELTY
Cruelty cases are investigated by the RSPCA.A
national telephone number is given in the directory
at the end of this booklet.

ROAD ACCIDENTS INVOLVING DOGS
A driver that hits a dog or is involved in an accident
involving a dog must report it to the Police as soon
as possible and definitely within 24 hours under the
Road Traffic Act 1988.

LIVESTOCK
It is an offence for a dog to worry livestock under the Dogs (Protection of
Livestock) Act 1953. A farmer is entitled to shoot any dog that he sees loose in his
field if he feels the dog is a threat to his livestock. Furthermore, the Animals Act
1971 allows for compensation to be claimed against the owner of a dog which has
caused damage.
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS

TORFAEN COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL
ANIMAL WARDENS
Tel 01633 648489

LOCAL POLICE STATIONS
Cwmbran 01633 838999
Pontypool 01495 764711

NEIGHBOURING COUNCILS

Blaenau Gwent 01495 350555
Caerphilly 01495 226622
Monmouthshire 01633 644644
Newport 01633 244491
R.S.PC.A.

National Central Control 08705 555999

NATIONAL CANINE DEFENCE LEAGUE (NCDL)
Headquarters 0207 837 0006

KENNEL CLUB
0207 518 1011
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